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travelling
let’s go travelling
Have a Go News' travel liftout

...for the mature traveller

• Winter in the West • Just Cruising • Antarctica day trip

JULY 2018

Multiple Dates Departing November 2018 - Limited Availability 

The King of Waltz - André Rieu Live at Rod Laver Arena and Beautiful Victoria
Combine a wonderful Victorian holiday with Platinum Seats at Rod Laver Arena  

for the Christmas with Andre Rieu 2018 concert in Melbourne. 

It’s guaranteed to be an outstanding evening of incredible entertainment.

Choose from a 5 or 7 day itinerary to enjoy a unique dining experience aboard the Colonial 
Tramcar Restaurant, scenic touring of the magnificent Macedon Ranges and guided tours of  

Forest Glade Gardens and the Stokes Collection. The 7 day tour also features Point Nepean, 
Puffing Billy, a gondola ride over the Mornington Peninsula and so much more.

 1800 066 272   travel@villa.com.au   villa.com.au   villa holiday your way

All Villa Carlotta Travel holidays are fully escorted, depart from Perth and include courtesy home collection,* airfares, taxes, attractions and entrance fees, gratuities* and most meals.
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travellinglet g ADVERTISING FEATURE

travel options for the mature west australian

Fold, Pack, Travel.
Whether you are cruising, flying or driving. 
This portable scooter folds up in just 20 seconds.

1300 622 633  
www.scootersAus.com.au

s.
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HAG
N#316-049063Aussie Redback Tours

Phone us now on 1300 662 026 
Email: aussieredbacktours@yahoo.com.au 
Website: www.aussieredbacktours.com.au

“Get caught in the travel web” with

Day Tours 2018
Sun 12 & 19 Aug Northern WildŇ owers
Sun 26 Aug Balingup Medieval Fes  val
Sun 09 Sep Araluen Tulip Fes  val
Sun 23 Sep Swan River Cruise/Fremantle Prison
$99 ($95 Seniors) includes morning tea & lunch  
Pick-ups Joondalup, East Perth, Rockingham

Extended Tours 2018 (Fully Accommodated)
02-08 Aug  Monkey Mia/Kalbarri      7 days from $1,920
11-20 Aug  Mt Augustus/Karijini at WildŇ ower  me    
      10 days from $2,920
24 Aug-01 Sep  Uluru/Alice/Coober Pedy      9 days from $3,480
02-05 Sep  Northern WildŇ owers      4 days from $1,120
06-11 Oct  Floriade/Ned Kelly/Snowy Mountains    6 days from $2,600
26 Oct-07 Nov  Tasmania the ‘Apple Isle’                    12 days from $4,440
28-31 Oct  Southern WildŇ owers                       4 days from $1,120

NEW 
BROCHURE 
OUT NOW!

b  rank ith

LIKE many older people 
I have a mobility prob-
lem. I can walk, but only 
slowly and for limited 
distances.

That means I miss out 
on many adventures 
when I am travelling 
and I’m limited to visit-
ing places that are eas-
ily accessible by hire car 
or public transport. That 

rules out most gardens, 
history walks through 
towns and much explor-
ing of cities.

After much badgering 
by my daughters and 
wife, I bought a Luggie 
Elite mobility scooter 
powered by an electric 
motor and battery, for 
my recent visit to Nor-
way and Scotland.

The Luggie is de-
signed to fold up into 

a compact shape and 
weights only 25kg. It 
can be carried easily in 
the boot of a car and 
best of all in the hold of 
an aircraft.

There are several 
other makes of mobil-
ity scooters that do the 
same thing. Some actu-
ally fold themselves up 
at the press of a button.

Most airlines will carry 
mobility aids, such as 

electric wheelchairs and 
scooters free of charge, 
but impose conditions.

You can’t just rock 
up at the check-in desk 
with a scooter. You have 
to get approval from 
the airline Ä rst. This can 
involve some serious 
negotiation. Generally 
the battery has to be 
removed and carried in 
hand luggage and the 
airline has to know the 

e ins and o ts of to ring o erseas wit  a o i ity scooter
weight and overall di-
mensions in advance.

Airport security tends 
to look askance at the 
batteries and it is best 
to carry written authori-
sation, especially when 
dealing with security 
staɈ  who have limited 
English. I found that 
electric wheelchair was 
a better understood de-
scription than mobility 
scooter.

My Ä rst overseas trip 
with my scooter went 
well. Qantas, Qatar and 
KLM all agreed to carry 
my Luggie after some 
time spent getting to the 
right department for ap-
proval. 

Loading at Perth was 
no problem and the 
Luggie arrived at Oslo 
along with me, my wife 
and other baggage. But 
then the fun began.

Oslo pavements have 
spoon drains in which 
small scooter wheels 
stick and often exces-
sive sideways slopes. 

On my Ä rst tentative 
trip round the city my 
scooter rolled over go-
ing round a corner leav-
ing me holding on to a 

signpost to prevent me 
falling into the gutter. I 
was stuck – unable to 
let go – when two kind 
Norwegians in a nearby 
café saw my predica-
ment and hauled me 
back upright.

“Takk, mange takk og 
tusen takk,” and I was 
on my way.

The following day I 
explored Oslo’s main 
shopping mall, the 
grounds of the royal 
palace and the Peace 
Museum, followed by a 
cross-fjord trip and long 
ride to the Viking Ship 
and the Kon Tiki muse-
ums then back to my 
hotel for a recharge.

In Bergen I was able 
to explore the city and 
even take it up Mount 
Fløyen overlooking the 
city on the funicular rail-
way.

In Scotland we carried 
the Luggie in the boot of 
our hire car. This allowed 
me to take it out and ex-
plore towns, gardens 
and historical sites and 
to travel further aÄ eld in 
search of restaurants. 
I was even allowed to 
ride my buggy through 

a stately home and a 
church on one occasion.

I successfully nego-
tiated a walk through 
Loch Garten Osprey 
centre’s pine forests at 
Nethybridge in spite of 
uneven ground and pro-
truding roots, only falling 
oɈ  when I attempted 
to turn round on a soft 
sand patch and head 
back to the car park

The only disadvantage 
is that the Luggie tends 
to rush down slopes and 
cannot tackle very steep 
uphill slopes without my 
reluctant wife or a kindly 
bystander giving me a 
push. It also proved dif-
Ä cult to use in crowded 
area without danger to 
other pedestrians. How-
ever I did not run over 
anyone.

The other problem 
was the airline baggage 
handlers who clearly 
ignored the ‘fragile’ 
warning and broke oɈ  
two Luggie wheels and 
those of the carrier bag.

In spite of the haz-
ards I’m convinced that 
I won’t leave Australia 
again without my mobil-
ity scooter.

Left to right  rank ith sai  his Luggie lite 
allowe  hi  greater obility

Are you interested in walking deep into the 
Italian/Swiss Alps with their breathtaking scenery?

Visit Lake Como and enjoy the northern Italian lifestyle?

PRICES 
FROM 
$2026

JOHN’S ALPINE WALKS

For a brochure and further details
phone 9243 6657 or 0400 920 001

 i igpond.com  e  www. o n italiane perience.com.au

Book now for 2019 at this year’s prices
29 Jul, 12 & 26 Aug, 9 Sep

HAG
N#316-050325

VILLA Carlotta Travel 
invites Probus mem-
bers to join them on 
an exclusive holiday 
aboard the famous 
PS a  ess in 
South Australia.  

Villa’s six-day a  
ess Outback Heri-

tage Cruise will take 
Probians on a journey 
along the great Murray 
River from the historic 
river port of Mannum 
to Blanchetown.  Fol-
low in the wake of 
great Australian pio-
neers on a four-night 
cruise along the out-
back river highway.  

Experience the magic 
and majesty of the 
spectacular scenery 
from towering cliff s to 
expansive farmlands.  

Together with fel-
low Probians and Villa 
tour leader, the days 
will be  lled with fun, 
laughter and great 
companionship.  The 
holiday will include 
cruising through Lock 
#1 at Blanchetown, the 
Burk Salter Boutique 
Winery, a guided walk-
ing tour of the Swan 
Reach township, the 
Sunnydale Woolshed 
Show and the Native 

Calling all robians  let s go on holi a

Wildlife Shelter, an au-
thentic riverside Aus-
sie barbecue and the 
chance to explore an 

Aboriginal Reserve ar-
chaeological site with 
an expert local guide 
plus so much more 

This six-day holiday 
departs Perth on Sun-
day 18 to Friday 23 
November and starts 
from just $3150 per 
person twin share.  
FreeCall 1800 066 272 
or email holidays@villa.
com.au to reserve your 
spot now. Hurry, only 
20 places available on 
this amazing holiday 
adventure down the 
mighty Murray. 
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